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Rocky Mountain Communities Announces Awardees to be Honored at 
Annual Dinner on October 17 

Awardees include Denver Mayor Mike Johnston, Group14 Engineering,  
Paragon Behavioral Health Connections, Yvonne Trujillo and Manny Garcia 

 

Denver, Colo. September 9, 2024 – Denver-based affordable housing nonprofit, Rocky 
Mountain Communities (RMC), has announced the award winners who will be honored 
at its Annual Celebration Dinner on October 17, 2024 at the Denver Museum of Nature & 
Science. Five awards will be given for outstanding support of the Colorado affordable 
housing industry and in partnership with RMC including Affordable Housing Innovators, 
Resident Services Partner and Community Champions. 
 

“Our work relies on our ability to inspire organizations and individuals to increase 
affordable housing opportunities across Colorado, and to provide services that empower 
and create upward mobility,” said Mark Marshall, president and CEO of Rocky Mountain 
Communities. “These award winners include both RMC partners and those who support 
and advance critical policies in the housing industry that will have measurable impacts 
on the lives of individuals in our communities now and in the future.”  
 

Rocky Mountain Communities’ 2024 Celebration Dinner award winners are: 
 

Affordable Housing Innovator Award - Individual  
Mayor Mike Johnston, City and County of Denver: Since taking office in July 2023, 
Mayor Johnston has made affordable housing a top priority and developed a plan to 
create 44,000 units of affordable housing for Denver over the next 10 years in 
collaboration with nonprofit and for-profit developers by using municipal, state and 
federal funds. In the Mayor’s first six months in office his administration met the goal of 
moving indoors over 1,000 people experiencing homelessness. Through Mayor 
Johnston’s initiatives and leadership, Denver has improved outcomes across the board, 
from encampment closures and housing outcomes to public health and safety, while 
bringing significant impact on every corner of the city.  

Affordable Housing Innovator Award - Organization  
Group14 Engineering: Based in Denver, Group14 Engineering has played a critical role 
supporting more than 200 affordable housing projects across the country to meet the 
highest standards for energy and resource efficiency. They provide comprehensive 
affordable housing services that effectively navigate jurisdictional energy codes and 
government funding opportunities that result in affordable housing properties becoming 
leaders in decarbonization and climate change resiliency. For RMC, Group14 is 
conducting energy assessments on all 10 affordable housing properties to identify 
funding for energy improvements that will improve the quality of life for our residents; 
partnered with RMC to submit proposals to HUD’s Green and Resilient Retrofit Program; 
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and are developing plans for RMC’s future development to be the most energy efficient 
affordable housing communities in Colorado.   

Resident Services Partner of the Year Award  
Paragon Behavioral Health Connections: Providing in-home mental health and 
substance use treatment, Paragon Behavioral Health Connections has been an 
instrumental partner in advancing RMC’s Resident Services programs to provide holistic 
support for our 1,239 affordable housing units across 10 properties. Paragon’s 
partnership with RMC’s peer support professionals has more effectively addressed our 
family’s underlying needs for support and provided critical resources and expertise to 
both rural and urban communities.     

Community Champion Awards  
Yvonne Trujillo, Community Event Organizer: For more than a year, Yvonne Trujillo 
has volunteered her time at all six of RMC’s Denver-area properties to plan, set up and 
support residents at community resource fairs, holiday events, and other celebrations. 
Trujillo provides her event decorations at discounted prices and donates her time to 
ensure RMC events are fun, engaging, and a great success.      

Manny Garcia, Musician, former RMC Arroyo Village resident: Since 2019, Manny 
Garcia has brought music to RMC residents throughout the Denver area. Garcia, a 
former resident of RMC’s Arroyo Village, is a saxophone player for the 7-person band 
Sound Connection. He has held music events that bring youth and adults together at our 
properties to join in singing and playing instruments. Garcia was the first Arroyo Village 
resident that opened in 2017 and became a resident leader advocating for key safety 
measures for the community and increasing resident participation.   
 

Proceeds from the evening will support RMC residents and Resident Services programs 
that engage residents, staff, and members of the community to build Safe, Equitable, 
Resilient and Vibrant (SERV) communities where people are empowered and thrive. 
RMC focuses on holistic care – engaging the whole person – to help residents with 
upward mobility. Specifically, proceeds will support housing stability, financial stability, 
health and wellness services, youth and adult education, digital resilience and 
community engagement and safety.  
 

Rocky Mountain Communities’ Annual Celebration Dinner will be held Thursday, 
October 17 from 6-9 p.m. at the Denver Museum of Nature & Science with cocktails, 
dinner, a live and silent auction, and special guest speakers including Denver Mayor 
Mike Johnston. The museum is located at 2001 Colorado Blvd., Denver, Colo. 80205. 
For sponsorship information, to purchase tickets or to learn more, visit 
https://rockymountaincommunities.org/celebration/.  
 

About Rocky Mountain Communities 
Rocky Mountain Communities (RMC) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit that builds brighter futures and 
inspires hope by providing affordable housing and resident-focused services to individuals and 
families across the state of Colorado. RMC owns 10 communities, providing 1,239 affordable 
housing units for under-served populations statewide, and manages an additional 300 units 
through its Pillar Property Services entity. RMC supports its residents with vital programs for 
housing stability, financial literacy, health & wellness, youth and adult education, digital equity, 
and community engagement. Since its founding in 1992, RMC has responded to the need for 
housing and program services for more than 16,500 families. For more information, visit 
www.rockymountaincommunities.org, follow us on Facebook @RockyMountainCommunities and 
on LinkedIn @rocky-mountain-communities. 
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